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From H.R.H. Prince Albert.
BUCKINGHAM PALACE,
t*\th May, 1860. MY DEAR MR TENNYSON,
Will you forgive me if I intrude upon your leisure with a request which I have thought some little time of making, viz. that you would be good enough to write your name in the accompanying volume of your "Idylls of the King"? You would thus add a peculiar interest to the book, containing those beautiful songs, from the perusal of which I derived the greatest enjoyment. They quite rekindle the feeling with which the legends of King Arthur must have inspired the chivalry of old, whilst the graceful form in which they are presented blends those feelings with the softer tone of our present age.
Believe me always yours truly, ALBERT.
from the Rev. Charles Kingsley.
EVERSLEY RECTORY, WINCHFIELD,
Nov. loth, 1859. MY DEAR TENNYSON,
I was amused to-night at a burst of enthusiasm in your behalf from a most unenthusiastic man (though a man of taste and scholarship), Walter the proprietor of the Times. He confest to having been a disbeliever in you, save in " Locksley Hall/' which he said was the finest modern lyric; but he considered you had taken liberties, and so forth. But the " Idylls," he confest, had beaten him. He thought them the finest modern poem. There was nothing he did not or would not say in praise of them. He now classed the four great English poets as Shakespeare, Spenser, Byron, Tennyson, and so on, and so on, very pleasant to me though little worth to you. But I like to tell you of a " jamjam efficaci do manus scientiae " from anyone who has not as yet appreciated you, to his own harm. He did not write the disagreeable review of you in the Times some years back. It was, I believe, a poor envious,
dyspeptic, poetaster parson,------.    I tell you this for fear you
should think Walter, who is really a fine fellow, had anything to do with it.
God bless you, C. KINGSLEY,